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Walter Rodney’s notion of ‘guerrilla 
intellectuals’

…not to gain legitimacy but to ‘occupy the 
terrain’ in order to ‘free the whole structure’ 

(p. 112) 



‘DEFIANT SCHOLARSHIP’
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• Defiant scholarship - a constellation of intellectual practice that seeks to work against and beyond colonial grammars 

and logics by cultivating ways of thinking and practices of thinking that are external to, in opposition to, and/or 

unconventional to the coloniality of knowledge.

• Defiant scholarship - practiced in solidarity to dismantle coloniality in African Geographies & ‘the colonial uni-versity’ 

(Grosfoguel 2012)



Outline of arguments
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• Persistence of colonial logics in African geographies 

• African geographies, racialization in Africa and anti-racist geographies

• African geographies and black geographies--Black (and) African geographies

• Contours and constellations of defiant scholarship in and with Africa
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Persistence of colonial 
logics in Africa



Coloniality in the study of Africa
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• Historical foundations of the university in Africa
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Halford 
Mackinder 

Coloniality in the study of Africa—
imperial geography

• The role of colonialism and coloniality 
in geography

• The marginalisation of African societies 

within human geography and of human 

geography within African universities



Geography in Africa
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• Kalipeni, E., J. Oppong 

and B. Ofori-Amoah. 2006. 

Trajectories of modern 

African geography. In The 

study of Africa Volume 1: 

Disciplinary and 

interdisciplinary 

encounters, ed. P. T. 

Zeleza, Dakar: Codesria

Book Series. Pp.233-273.
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African Geographies, 
Racialisation and Anti-
Racist African 
Geographies
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Roles of anti-blackness and racial difference understudied 

Global anti-black racism has structured knowledge about ‘Africa’, including by erasing the ways in which 

racialisation impacts scholarly understandings of Africa (Pierre 2013; Daley and Kamata 2017; Steyn 

and Mpofu 2021)

Silenced the role of global raciality in shaping dynamics
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Anti-racist African Geographies
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Anti-racist geographies have much to offer us by way of

attending to the roles and functions of racism, racialization,

whiteness and anti-Blackness on the African continent
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African Geographies and 
Black Geographies -
Black (and) African 
Geographies

Azeezat Johnson
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• (a) the marginalization of Africa within critical geography, particularly outside of Southern and English-

speaking regions (Daley and Kamata 2017); 

• (b) exacerbates the avoidance of race, racial politics and anti-racism in the study of African 

Geographies that we have previously outlined 

• and (c) silences under-realized knowledges of shared experiences, pluralities of place-making/being-

in-place/embodiment/and more that are distinctive, and dis/congruous forms intellectual fodder and 

repair. 

Wider problematics in the study of African geographies 
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Zeleza (2006: 97) argues that Gilroy’s Black

Atlantic is ‘a form of pan-Africanism that is

largely confined to celebrating the creativity and

construction of new cultures among the diaspora

communities in the Anglophone world of the

United States and Britain, excluding Africa’.
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Defiant Geographies
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Walter Mignolo’s (2011: 45) ‘epistemic disobedience’,

which calls for a delinking (desprendimiento) or

‘spatial paradigmatic breaks of epistemic disobedience’

from colonial logics and epistemes.

Origins and significant of term, ‘defiant scholarship’
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First: because ‘it foists, or at any rate attempts to foist on

developing countries, capitalist values, capitalist institutions, and

capitalist development’

Second, it ‘focuses social science analysis on how to make the

developing countries more like the West and…

…thirdly, ‘it propagates mystification, and modes of thought and

action which serve the interests of capitalism and imperialism’

(p.xiii).

Social Science as Imperialism and the Defiant 
Scholarship of Claude Ake



Anti-Colonial Worldmaking
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Defiant scholarship is an ethos and not a fixed rubric or traveling model, 
hustling and adapting new strategies and manoeuvres in real-time to ever 
flexible but also sedimented forms of coloniality. 

This is because colonial logics are multiple and dextrous, frequently 
reassembling, fatiguing, misappropriating and re-bordering in the face of 
resistance. 
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Lewis Gordon reminds that it is the “mundane, often boring features 
of instrumental activity” in which political change or stability reside



pedagogical practices
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defiance beyond disciplinarity
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• ‘…maintain methodological rigor’
• ‘…make contributions to the discipline’ 

• Even as decolonial thought opens up new ways 
of thinking… un-disciplining ourselves remains 
dangerous for many of us. 



Final words
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• Aspiring towards defiant practice within the colonial university is a knowingly transgressive undertaking

• Working within historical and emergent traditions 

• Saadiya Hartman (2019: XIV-V) proposes that we attend to ‘the insurgent grounds of the wayward’ 

as they embark on ‘the beautiful experiments’ in living beyond negative categorizations

• The university as a site for reparative justice (Daley in Rhodes Must Fall: The Struggle to Decolonise 

in the Racist Heart of Empire, 2018)
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Thank you 
for listening
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https://www.facebook.com/OxfordGeography
https://twitter.com/oxfordgeography/
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