
STUDENT MOBILITY - POINTS OF DISCUSSION

• Cliff edge effect – loss of EU student enrolments at UK universities, as noted

• Loss of UK access to Erasmus+ mobility scheme

• Turing Scheme – a global scheme – looking beyond the PR spin?

• Language learning in the UK – what does it mean for ‘global’ mobility?

• Soft power and public diplomacy



WHY DO EU STUDENTS MATTER?

• The added diversity on campuses 

• Evidence that EU students are high calibre students

• Soft power: EU students return to their country as ‘ambassadors’ of UK 

culture and values

• Creating medium to long-term business ties and closer trade through alumni

• Financially speaking, loss of EU UG students a threat, as universities could rely

on EU students being enrolled for 3-4 years (13,155 EU students enrolling in 

2021 for 1st year of a primary degree compared with 37,530 the year before)

• At PG level, loss of EU students significant, acts as a pipeline into science sector



IMPORTANCE OF EU STUDENTS FOR UK UNIVERSITIES 
(KLEIBERT, 2023)



RECIPROCAL ERASMUS – UNILATERAL TURING

“The UK is a massive net contributor to the continent’s higher-education 

economy because over the last decades we had so many EU nationals, which has 

been a wonderful thing, but our arrangements mean the UK exchequer more or 

less loses out on the deal” (Boris Johnson, 2020). 

Until 2020, 2 different approaches to cross-border student mobility:

• Commercial international education targeting overseas students & ‘lucrative’ 

markets (inward)

• Participation in the EU’s Erasmus+ scheme – based on the principle of 

reciprocity 



ERASMUS+ - MORE THAN JUST MOBILITY 

Budget: €26.2 billion to support mobility and cooperation covering HE, vocational 

education & training (e.g., ErasmusPRO), school education, adult education, youth (e.g., 

DiscoverEU) and sport.

Strong focus on social inclusion, the green and digital transitions + (e.g., Digital 

Opportunity Traineeships scheme) promoting young people’s participation in 

democratic life (e.g., Youth Participation Activities).

Mobility activities complemented with language learning opportunities via the 

Erasmus+ Online Language Support (OLS) tool or other additional forms of linguistic 

support.



ERASMUS+  - KEY ACTIONS AND JEAN MONNET ACTIONS 

Key Action 1 - Mobility of learners:

• Mobility projects for learners and staff in HE, VET, school education, adult education and youth

• Youth participation activities

• DiscoverEU – Inclusion Action

• Mobility for sport coaches

• Virtual exchanges in higher education and youth

Key Action 2 - Cooperation among organisations and institutions:

• Partnerships for excellence, including:

• Centres of Vocational Excellence, Erasmus Mundus Action, European Universities, Erasmus+ Teaching Academies

• Partnerships for innovation:

• Alliances for Innovation, Forward-looking projects

• Capacity building in the field of higher education, vocational education and training, youth and sport

• Not-for-profit European sport events

Key Action 3 - Support to policy development and cooperation:

• EuropeanYouth Together, cooperation with international organisations



IMPLEMENTATION: MOBILITY STREAMS 



MOBILITY HURDLES: FOR UK MOBILITY

Warnings: 

- Visa application fees (£348)

- Immigration Health surcharge (£470 per year)

- Loss of eligibility for Erasmus grants (370 up to 540EUR per month)

- Proof of financial support of £1,334 per month (London) 

- Potentially loss of reciprocal tuition fee waiver arrangements (inbound students 
generally paying their sending institution’s tuition fees)



ERASMUS+ GRANT RATES (2019/20 & 2020/21) 



KING’S EUROPEAN GRANT (KEG)

“Following the UK’s departure from the European Union and consequentially the Erasmus+ Scheme, 

King’s committed funding from its own resources to support students completing a study or work 

placement that would have previously been eligible for Erasmus+ funding. Currently, this is only 

confirmed for the 2022/23 academic year. Students must spend a minimum of 3 months at the host 

university/placement provider to receive the grant…

“As the grant is intended to support placements that would have previously been eligible for Erasmus+ 

funding, the grant rates will be the same as for Erasmus+ in a given academic year. These grant rates are 

calculated and allocated by the King’s Student Funding Office. Students classified as 'Home 

Undergraduates' for fee purposes may be able to receive an additional top-up should they meet the 

requirements”.



TURING SCHEME

4 objectives of Turing – mostly political goals – include advancing :

- Global Britain, with over 150 countries involved; 

- Levelling up within the UK; 

- Developing key skills to improve employability; 

- Better value for UK taxpayers (UK Government 2022). 

In August 2021, 39 universities, 114 schools and 110 further education applications awarded 

grants… 40,000 UK based students selected, 48% of which are from disadvantaged 

backgrounds.

Budget of £110 million for 2022/23 - less than the total value of all Erasmus+ projects funded 

in the UK, valued at €144.69 million in 2019.



LANGUAGE LEARNING – A PARADIGM SHIFT?

“With the UK’s relationship with the countries whose languages are most commonly 

taught in schools about to undergo a significant realignment, the survey also sought to 

gather information on the impact of the Brexit process on school policies, teacher 

supply, international links and the attitudes of parents and pupils” (Tinsley, Doležal, 

2018, p.2).

British Council’s Language Trends Survey (2018) reveals a widening gap in young 

people’s access to foreign languages provision depending on their socio-economic 

background.

The economic cost of the UK’s linguistic underperformance, in terms of lost trade and 

investment has been estimated at 3.5% of GDP (British Academy, 2019).



TRENDS IN EUROPEAN LANGUAGES IN UK 
SCHOOLS (TINSLEY & DOLEŽAL, 2018)



WHO MANAGES TURING?

Capita plc, a private consulting and digital services business, awarded 23-month 

awarded contract worth £6.27 million (below tender listing the contract as worth up 

to £7million.

Capita replaces British Council – Appointed ACU as “principal partner” to “lead on the 

assessment of applications and to support with monitoring and evaluation” (Capita, 

2021). ACU has its own global networks and partnerships – and a broad yet specific 

agenda.

Shorter programme cycles, potentially leading to more administration and management 

and bidding wars - to the detriment of education & internationalisation.



SOFT POWER AND PUBLIC DIPLOMACY (CULL, 2008)


