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 The HEFCE/OfS learning gain programme
 What the pilot projects have done 
 Implications for TEF
 Evidence from overseas

Overview of presentation
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- Office for Students website (2018)

HEFCE/OfS learning gain programme

Value-added
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Pilot projects

 13 collaborative projects, involving 70 universities and colleges, funded £4 million 
in 2015 to test and evaluate different ways of measuring learning gain. Reporting 
back at the end of 2018.

NMMLGP

 Standardised testing run by HEFCE/OfS.
 31,000 undergraduate students from 10 higher education institutions in England 

invited to participate.

HELGA

 HEFCE/OfS analysis of existing, administrative data.

HEFCE/OfS learning gain programme
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- King's College London (2018). 
Evaluation of HEFCE’s Learning Gain 
Pilot Projects Year 2

HEFCE/OfS learning gain programme

TEF

Focus 
of 

pilots

HELGA
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What the pilots are measuring

 Affect
 Behaviour
 Cognition

Pilot projects
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How the pilots are measuring

Pilot projects
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A TEF measure of learning gain?

Characteristics of TEF metrics
 Apply to all undergraduates, including mature, part-time, distance learners etc
 Apply to all HE providers, from small specialists to large, research-intensive 

institutions
 Compare institutions on a like-for-like basis using benchmarking
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A TEF measure of learning gain?

Challenges in developing a learning gain measure for TEF
 Consistent definition of learning gain across institutions
 Consistent measurement of learning gain across students
 Method for making like-for-like comparisons
 A measure that does not invite gaming or inefficient redirection of resources
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A TEF measure of learning gain?

Possible alternatives to a TEF metric
 Dashboard of measures
 Toolkit of measures
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Evidence from overseas: Wabash National Study
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Evidence from overseas: Wabash National Study
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Evidence from overseas: Wabash National Study


