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Endogenous development of educational leadership research in China

Endogenous knowledge system

Indigenous 

knowledge Exogenous 

knowledge

Interactions between academic 

and non-academic knowledge



Theoretical perspective

• Diversification of knowledge actors

The ecology of knowledges External plurality of knowledges 

Internal plurality of knowledges

• Plurality of research paradigms
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• “Philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics”

• The “two integrations” slogan 
“integrating the fundamental principles of Marxism with China's specific realities 
and with the fine traditional Chinese culture.”

Policy discourses
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Epistemic Diversity in Global And Local Research 
- Perspectives from India

• MSc Dissertation on Social Science Research in India: 

Traversing the ‘Global’ and ‘Local’ Terrain and ongoing work 
on related publication 

• Sixteen in-depth interviews of about 60- 90 minutes 
each with International Relations (IR) researchers 
based in universities and think tank in India 

• Findings analysed their engagements with the 
global research system
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Epistemic Diversity in Global And Local Research 
- Perspectives from India

• Global research system and reification of existing patterns of knowledge 
production 

All the theories that we had (in IR) were inspired by western historical, political, sociological 

realities. Those were explained using western theoretical frameworks and philosophical 

resources.

• Delinking from modern imaginaries - discrepancy "of having to live in 
colonial power matrix but not belonging to its memories, feelings and way 
of sensing” (Tlostanova et al., 2016, p. 217)

The IR that we know today is “foreign”, right?”. In that, the discipline is distanced from the 

experiences of people in India.



Any questions?
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Panel Discussions







How can research practices reflect epistemic diversity both 
critically and inclusively?

How is (or isn’t) epistemic diversity recognised and supported 
by the current research assessment frameworks?

What opportunities are there to foster epistemic diversity 
across different research contexts internationally?



Any questions?





Thank you!
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